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Nahj al-Balaghah and a Novel Perspective on Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED)
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s Abstract

In contemporary criminal policy, non-penal crime prevention has gained significant prominence
due to the inefficiencies of the criminal justice system. Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) is grounded in the premise that the physical environment profoundly influences
human behavior; accordingly, strategic environmental modifications can substantially reduce the
incidence of crime. Drawing upon the seminal works of theorists such as Elizabeth Wood, Shlomo
Angel, C. Ray Jeffery, Oscar Newman, and others, the present study examines the teachings of Nahj
al-Balaghah with the aim of offering anovel perspective and proposing innovative strategies. Research
indicates that, long before the advent of scientific criminology, comprehensive analyses of the etiology
of criminal conduct had already been undertaken, identifying a myriad of factors contributing to the
genesis of crime and offering highly effective strategies for addressing its root causes. Accordingly,
the systematic articulation of preventive strategies within an Islamic framework is imperative. The
primary objective of this article is to examine the strategies of CPTED as reflected in Nahj al-Balaghah,
with the aim of demonstrating the necessity of their practical implementation. Methodologically,
this constitutes an applied study that employs a descriptive-analytical approach. The research
data were collected through documentary and library sources in order to formulate strategies for
neutralizing criminogenic factors and to provide a systematic exposition of the teachings found in
Nahj al-Balaghah. Following the articulation of the theoretical foundations and a concise overview
of prevailing theories on CPTED, the study delineates the scientific and practical strategies derived
from Nahj al-Balaghah. The findings indicate that while criminal behavior is influenced by a multitude
of factors, the volitional offender is by no means bound by an inevitable determinism. Ultimately, the
realization of justice, adherence to the rule of law, preservation of human dignity, and the reformation of

public culture constitute paramount strategies for combating crime.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balaghah; Public Order and Security; Criminal Etiology; Crime Prevention;

Environmental Design.
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